48       A STUDY IN CONSCIOUSNESS

might think of the Third Logos as the Eternal Chemist. The
latter works in nature as in a laboratory, the former as in a
manufactory. These similes, materialistic as they are, are not
to be despised, for they are crutches to aid our limping at-
tempts to understand.

This " weaving " gives to matter its characteristics, as the
characteristics of the thread differ from those of the raw
material, as the characteristics of the cloth differ from those
of the threads. The Logos weaves the two kinds of cloth of
manasic matter, of mind-stuff, and out of these will be made
later the causal and the mental bodies. He weaves the
cloth of astral matter, of desire-stuff, and out of this will be
made later the desire body. That is to say, that the com-
binations of matter formed and held together by the Second
Life-Wave have the characteristics which will act on the
Monad when he comes into touch with others, and will
enable him to act on them. So will he be able to receive
all kinds of vibrations, mental, sensory, etc. The charac-
teristics depend on the nature of the aggregations. There
are seven great types, fixed by the nature of the atom, and
within these innumerable sub-types. All this goes to the
making of the materials of the mechanism of consciousness,
which wili be conditioned by all these textures, colourings,
densities.

In this downward sweep of the life-wave through the
fifth, sixth, and seventh planes, downward till the densest '
matter is reached, and the wave turns at that point to begin
its sweep upwards, we must think, then, of its work as that
of forming combinations which show qualities, and so we
sometimes speak of this work as the giving of qualities. In